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Hence, this obligation descended like a black
cloud upon the household of the Suns, even affect-
ing with its depressing influence little Sun Yat
Sen himself. It was as if a summons in a con-
tinual lawsuit had been served upon the whole
family, of which each member participated in a
long-drawn-out sorrow which they were to share
together for an indefinite if not endless period.
There was no relief to be had, except by continued
bribing of the tax-collector. The only permanent
relief would be through the establishment of a
new registry, which would cost a ruinous sum.

So great was the perturbation in the Sun fam-
ily that it left a lasting impression on the
Eeformer's mind.

"Again and again I asked myself," Sun con-
fided to me, "why should the Mandarins put such
a 'squeeze' upon the 'red deeds' as to exact the
makeshift of *white deeds7? Why did not the
Mandarins follow the moral teachings of the
classics? Why should the so-called Son of Heaven
permit such an unjust condition of the law as to
require his subjects to use subterfuges to escape
the heavy load of taxation the mandarinate laid
upon the people? And again and again I asserted
,to myself, * surely there must be some remedy
against this wickedness of the Mandarins.' "

Finally the little school lad mustered up his
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